
am pleased to announce that the Center for Child Well-
Being has developed an updated Acknowledgment of 

Paternity (AOP) video. As you know, regulations require that 
you give oral and written notice to unwed parents regarding 
the establishment of paternity. You can accomplish this by 
discussing the form with each parent or by showing them 
the AOP video along with having them read the form. We 
hope that you find this updated video an invaluable 
resource. Thank you for all your continued support of the 
voluntary acknowledgment of paternity (AOP) program. 
 

Scott E. Cade 
Deputy Commissioner & Director 
Center for Child Well-Being 
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e are happy to present you with the 2nd edition of 
Establishing Paternity News & Notes. Since we last 

distributed the summer issue we have been very busy coming 
up with new resources for you and the families you serve. We 
have also made many visits to hospitals around the State to 
present information to staff about the Acknowledgment of 
Paternity process. It has been a pleasure meeting staff in 
person and we hope to meet many of you in the coming months.  
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     he AOP video is just under 16 minutes and covers everything that 
parents need to know. Many hospitals have their own TV channel where 

they can add the video to the regular lineup of educational programming. If 
this is not an option then it can be played in the patient’s room. For those 
hospitals that need access to a DVD version we have a limited supply 
available. The updated AOP video is set up like a soap opera with three 
distinct storylines.  
 

The first involves Canyon and Zsalana, who are new parents. They want 
to sign the AOP form but cannot because Zsalana is still legally married 
to another man.  

 

The second scenario involves a conversation in the hospital cafeteria 
between friends Hector, Donovan and Angelo. Hector is unsure if his 
girlfriend’s baby is really his. The other two discuss his options 
concerning the AOP.  

 

Finally, there is a new mom named Amee, who is sure who the father of 
her new baby is but is unsure about having him sign the AOP.  

 
In addition, there is a recap of the legal rights and responsibilities of 
everyone involved.  We hope that these scenarios help educate new parents 
about the entire process. 
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To obtain the DVD version please contact 
Charlotte Gardner (518) 473-7362 or 
charlotte.gardner@otda.state.ny.us  



Q: Can a parent complete a Spanish language acknowledgment form? 
 
A: NO. Only English forms are accepted. The translated forms are for refer-
ence only.  
 
Q: The parents have a court “Order of Filiation.” Do they still need to complete 
an acknowledgment form? 
 
A: NO. The order of filiation established paternity for the child. 
 
Q: Can another inmate be one of the witnesses on an acknowledgment form? 
 
A:  YES.  As long as the inmate is not related to either parent signing the form. 
 
Q: Should we ask for identification before witnessing? 
 
A: NO.  You do not need to request identification to verify the identity of the 
individual signing the form.  By witnessing you are signing that you observed the 
document was being signed in front of you, not that you confirmed the identity 
of the signor. 
 

Q: What if the grandparent has power of attorney while their son is overseas; 
can they sign the AOP? 
 
A. NO.  The governing statute requires that the AOP be signed by the putative 
father and does not allow for a surrogate signatory.  
  

Volume 1 Issue 2 

FAQs About AOPs 

Page 3 



Page 4 Establishing Paternity 

      

Publications 

The following are available free of charge from our warehouse. Use the order 
form on adjoining page (duplicate as needed).  Materials cannot be sent to PO 
Boxes. 
 
Forms: 
• LDSS 4418 Acknowledgment of Paternity for Upstate Hospitals 
• LDSS 4418-NYC Acknowledgment of Paternity for NYC Hospitals 
• LDSS 4418-NYC S Acknowledgment of Paternity Spanish* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC AR Acknowledgment of Paternity Arabic* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC R Acknowledgment of Paternity Russian* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC C Acknowledgment of Paternity French Creole* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC M Acknowledgment of Paternity Mandarin Chinese* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC BO Acknowledgment of Paternity Bosnian* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC UR Acknowledgment of Paternity Urdu* 
• LDSS 4418-NYC VI Acknowledgment of Paternity Vietnamese* 
 
 
 
Brochures: 
• Pub 4719 “Establishing Paternity. What You Should Know” 
• Pub 4719S “Establishing Paternity. What You Should Know” Spanish 
• Pub 4720 “Teen Parents and the Law” 
• Pub 4720S “Teen Parents and the Law” Spanish 
• Pub 4901 New Dads Manual 
• Pub 4901S New Dads Manual Spanish 
• Pub 4901RU New Dads Manual Russian 
• Pub 4901AR New Dads Manual Arabic 
• Pub 4901CH New Dads Manual Chinese 
• Pub 4901HA New Dads Manual Haitian Creole 
 

*Note: Translated forms are for 
reference only. Only English 
forms are accepted to establish 
paternity in New York State. 



Page 5 Establishing Paternity 

 





n the coming months our website will include a new  section 
specifically geared toward hospital and local birth 

registrars. You will be able to download forms and brochures and have access 
to a lot of important information. Look for it at newyorkchildsupport.com. In 
addition, we are in the midst of updating the acknowledgment of paternity 
brochure as a companion piece to the new video. It will be a great resource 
for hospitals, clinics, child support offices, and local birth registrars. It 
combines the information included in the previous brochures “Establishing 
Paternity. What You Should Know” and “Hospital Based Acknowledgment of 
Paternity” into one publication. Lastly, we are working on some templates that 
hospitals can use as cover letters/inserts to explain the process to patients 
in easy to understand language. If you have a cover letter/insert that you 
would like share with us please send it to charlotte.gardner@otda.state.ny.us. 
 
 

Page 7 Establishing Paternity 

New Arrivals 

Onsite Presentations 

ur Outreach Division is here to support your staff and offer new 
staff/refresher presentations to hospitals across the state. We 

would especially like to present at birth registry regional meetings. If you 
are interested in setting up a specific date please contact us: 
 
in New York City    any county outside of New York City 
 Michelle De Grasse    Charlotte Gardner 
(212) 487-6879    (518) 473-7362 
michelle.degrasse@dfa.state.ny.us charlotte.gardner@otda.state.ny..us 
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visit our website at newyorkchildsupport.com 

 
 

e hope that most of you have already ordered this new 
booklet! This publication is geared toward helping dads 
understand what is going on with their partner and how 

the baby is developing. It also promotes prenatal visits, supporting their 
partners and basic care of their newborn. The booklet also lists New York 
state specific  resources for new dads. Please share this information with the 
OB/GYN departments in your hospitals and any health clinics you maybe 
affiliated with. This information is available at no cost via our warehouse (see 
publication list page 4). Now the booklet has been translated into Spanish, 
Russian, Haitian Creole, Arabic, and Chinese. If you have any other  resources 
you’d like to see developed please let us know! 

New Dads Manual Translated! 

New York State  
Office of Temporary and Disability 
Assistance  
David A. Hansell, Commissioner 
Center for Child Well-Being 
40 North Pearl Street 13C 
Albany, New York 12243 

“Temporary Assistance for Permanent Change” 
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