Establishing Paternity
News & Notes

hen we were putting together this issue we wanted to
concentrate on some resources for parents that hospital
staff may not be familiar with. Inside you will learn about Parent
Help and myBenefits, that are just two of the many programs
available to help parents. We hope you share the information

with the families you serve.
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n behalf of the Center for Child Well-Being I would like to Resources 32

O commend all the hospitals and local birth registrars around
the State for their continued efforts to assist parents of
children born out of wedlock to establish legal paternity. In
August it was my pleasure to meet and congratulate staff from
several regions on their outstanding paternity establishment
statistics when we commemorated Child Support Awareness
Month. Keep up the good work!

Seotz E. (ade

Deputy Commissioner

Center for Child Well-Being

NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance
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Spotlight on Success- Southside Hospital

outhside Hospital is located in Bayshore, New York. They had 2612 births in
S 2008 of which just over half were eligible for paternity establishment.
During 2008, approximately 79% of unmarried parents established paternity
during their hospital stay at Southside Hospital.

On Tuesday, August 25th, Deputy Commissioner Scott Cade and Suffolk County
DSS Commissioner Gregory Blass presented the Birth Registry staff with a
certificate of achievement celebrating their commitment to the families they
serve.

—__ Medical Records

FAQs About AOPs

Q: Can we make our own copies of the acknowledgment of paternity form when
we run out?

A: NO. You must order the official forms, LDSS 4418 or LDSS 4418 NYC
(for those hospitals in NYC) from the OTDA warehouse. Please remember
to order what you believe your hospital would use over a 6-month period.
Be aware that delivery may take up to 3 weeks.

Q: If there is a mistake on the child’'s name on the AOP form, can it be crossed
out?

A: NO. If there is a mistake on the child’s name, the parents must
complete a new AOP form.

Q: When we (vital records office) receive a rejected AOP form from the
Putative Father Registry (PFR) and we do not agree what should we do?

A: Contact Charlotte Gardner at (518) 473-7362 and then fax the letter
and AOP form to (518) 486-3127 to her attention.



Resources for Parents

PARENT HELP 1-800-716-3468

http://parenthelp-ny.org

This offers free, confidential, telephone-based counseling and mediation to assist
parents to build parenting skills; open the lines of communication; develop co-
parenting skills; and understand custody, child support, and the court system.
PARENT HELP will not take sides in a dispute, but will serve as mediators
between parents and advocates in negotiating the court, child support, and law
enforcement systems.

PARENT HELP

WORK SUPPORT PROGRAMS FOR FAMILIES

https://myBenefits.ny.gov

On this site parents can find out about benefits and supports that they may be
eligible to receive. These benefits include:

Food Stamps

Temporary Assistance

Earned Income Tax Credit for Dependent Children (EITC)
Earned Income Tax Credit for Noncustodial Parents (EITC)
Home Energy Assistance (HEAP) L -
Child Care Subsidies

Women, Infant, Children (WIC)

School Meals

Health Insurance (CHP, FHP, Healthy NY, EPIC)

Volume 3 Issue 1


http://myBenefits.ny.gov�
http://parenthelp-ny.org�

Outreach 101

ur Outreach Division is here fo support your staff at hospitals across
the State. At this time, we can offer onsite presentations in New York

City and on a regional basis. In addition to onsite, we can conduct
sessions via conference call fo any hospital around the state.

To set up specific times/dates please contact one of the following:

in New York City any county outside of New York City

(212) 480-6554 (518) 473-7362
michelle.degrasse@dfa.state.ny.us charlotte.gardner@otda.state.ny.us

We Want Your Feedback

D oes your hospital provide services to expecting and/or new fathers?

If so, what services are included? Is the hospital funding the program or
was outside funding sought? Please send your responses to
fatherhood@otda.state.ny.us.

Remember to bookmark our webpage
https://newyorkchildsupport.com/providers.html
and our fax number is (518) 486-3127

New York State

Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistance

Center for Child Well-Being

40 North Pearl Street 13C

Albany, New York 12243

visit our website at newyorkchildsupport.com
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